
‘Being a woman is not easy and then for a girl 
with a disability is even more challenging but I am 
here making a difference to what people think’, 
says Pohri. 

Almost all success stories have their roots in 
failure or pain; those who turn this pain into 
strength and shift the paradigm of pathos into 
courage ultimately triumph. 

It was one of all the trivial days in life of Pohri 
when she just lay down in her charpoi under 
the shade of the tree in her small house yard, 
this was one of the limited shades in her 
life that kept her from withering. The voice 
of her younger brother telling the news of 
some visitors from SUCCESS programme in 
the village wanting her to come and join the 
skills training induced a chill to her stagnant 
condition. 

Pohri is a 20-year-old, differently abled girl 
from village Abdullah Junejo, district Tando 
Muhammad Khan. She is a polio affectee and 

WOMAN OF STRENGTH: OVERCOMING THE ODDS

S I N D H  U N I O N  C O U N C I L  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  E C O N O M I C  S T R E N G T H E N I N G  S U P P O R T  P R O G R A M M E

I S S U E - 1 3  |  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 1  T O  M A R C H  2 0 2 2B I - A N N U A L  N E W S L E T T E R

has lived a tormented life both physically and 
mentally since childhood. She lives with her 
parents, eight siblings, two sisters-in-law, and 
four nephew and nieces. The voices of the 
children playing remind her of her childhood 
and the memories brought tears to her eyes. 
‘’When I was a little girl, I used to sit and watch 
other children play as I could not even stand 
straight, or bend my knees, let alone running and 
playing’’, says Pohri. When her parents noticed 
that their daughter is having problem with 
movement, they took her to hospital but could 
not afford her treatment and the doctor told it 
was too late to cure her. 

A mind of thoughts and plans, Pohri told 
the programme staff in the village that she 
is interested in getting the Technical and 
Vocational Skills Training, as she wanted to 
overcome the obstacles in her challenging life. 
‘’It hurts more when your family taunts on you to 
be a financial burden, they said no one would like 
to marry me so I will be forced on them forever 
and I could not participate much in household 
chores due to my inability to do so’’, Pohri 
busted into tears.  She did not let her physical 
inability come in her way of learning skills and 

work. Pohri attended the TVST training under 
SUCCESS programme for 45 days in which 
she learned the skill of crochet making. She 
told that before that training, she even did not 
know how to hold the crochet needle but used 
to make rillis that took a lot of effort. 

Pohri now makes beautiful crochet bedcovers, 
pillows, tablemats, caps, mobile pouches, 
purses and Quran covers. People like her 
designs and she gets crochet articles orders 
from Hyderabad and the well-off village 
families. It takes around seven days to 
complete a bedcover and sells for PKR 1,500; I 
make many items in a month that are sold for 
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Pohri enjoys spending time with her family

Pakistan is one of two remaining countries 
where polio is still categorised as an 
endemic viral infection.

around PKR 6,000. She spends this money on her treatment and 
family. Her family now considers her an asset and treat her nicely, 
‘’they speak to me sweetly now and I feel valued’’, said smiling 
Pohri. 

‘’I used to cry when I retired in bed at night but now I feel proud of 
myself that I support my family financially even being disabled, I was 
thought to be the burden but now I am a burden sharer, I even support 
those who spoke against me’’, Pohri says with a smile on her face. 
She saved money she earned from selling her handicrafts and built 
her own bedroom in the house. Pohri doesn’t only weave pillow 
covers, she has woven many dreams too, dreams of independence, 
abundance and success. She now plans to extend her work into a 
proper business as she has trained two of her sisters and will hire 
more girls so that she can take bigger orders and create linkages 
with the market. 

Pohri is an example of resilience and self-acceptance with all odds, 
a woman of strength, who has not let the physical impairment 
hinder her ambitions. She is an inspiration for several other women 
with special needs fostering women empowerment and leadership.

Pohri loves her crochet work 
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

ADVOCACY 

STOP Violence against Women NOW! 16-Days-of Activism

Women participating in activism campaign against violence, Kamber Shahdadkot

Urging women to use their right to vote on Voter's Day

PINK RIBBON- Breast Cancer Awareness Campaign- Prevention 
may not be in your hands but early detection is!

According to Pink Ribbon, on average 90,000 cases are reported while 40,000 
women die from breast cancer every year in Pakistan. 70% of Breast Cancer patients 
come for treatment at stage III and most of them do not seek treatment due to 
lack of awareness, societal taboos and stigmas attached with the disease.  To help 
women give awareness about breast cancer, women of Local Support Organisation 
(LSO) Koshish, VO Wahid Bux Gopang, Kamber Shahdadkot and LSO Manzil VO 
Dhani Bux, Larkana celebrated “Pink Ribbon” day on October 28. Along with LSO 
and Community Institutions (CI) members, government officials, social activists, 
doctors and SRSO-SUCCESS staff members participated and notified the women to 
be self-aware about the nerve-wracking risks involved in overseeing this issue. For 
early detection, the doctors shared some self-examinations tips and encouraged 
early testing, as it is easier to treat the cancer at an initial stage.

Democracy Requires Showing up- Voter's Day

The significance of using the voting right in modeling a just society 
was conveyed to the rural women through organising an event on 
Voters Day at NRSP district office Tando Allahyar in collaboration 
with District Election Commission Office. Various government 
and non-government officials attended the event, shared their 
invaluable ideas about the importance of voting particularly for 
women, and urged them to register as voters. A detailed session 
on women decision making and active participation in the elections 
influenced the women to take initiative. Women have equal rights 
to men, we just need to use our rights for a prosperous future, the 
participants agreed. The speakers highlighted the issues and 
challenges faced by the rural women and discussed the plausible 
solutions to the concerns through using their voting right. Seventy-
four women from the LSOs of tehsils Tando Allahyar, Jhando 
Mari and Chamber of district Tando Allahyar participated in the 
programme.

Rural Women Cultivating Good Food for Us- 
International Rural Women’s Day

Perfectly themed “Rural women cultivating good food for 
us’’! SRSO celebrated International Rural Women's Day in 
Kamber Shahdadkot and Larkana districts on Oct 15, 2021. 
Key stakeholders from various sectors joined hands to honour 
the untiring efforts of rural women in uplifting the rural 
socioeconomic development in Pakistan. Community women 
shared self-initiatives and achievements based on interventions 
under SUCCESS programme. The community women performed 
tableaus displaying their courage and empowerment harnessed 
with women leadership. They recognised the change brought by 
the SUCCESS programme, and said ‘’we are so glad that the world 
recognise us as "Rural Women" it feels like our hard work has been 
paid off”.

All we need is unwavering faith that stands 
firm against violence. According to UN Women, 
out of every three women one is suffering 
from any type of violence, which includes 
physical, emotional, domestic, and social 
violence. RSPN and its Implementing Partners 
under SUCCESS programme are committed 
to women empowerment, therefore, active 
campaigns were run through the digital media 
and physical activities. 

For the awareness against gender-based 
violence, The SRSO-SUCCESS team of Kamber-
Shahdadkot and Larkana organised "16-days-
of-activism against gender-based violence 
(Nov 25 - Dec 10, 2021)" in collaboration with 
Local Support Organisations (LSOs Roshan 
Deo, Soojhro, Fateh, Khidmat, Jazbo and Nae 
Azadi). Community women, representatives 
of education, and women development 

department participated in 
the campaign, shared their 
experiences, and chalked 
out coping mechanisms 
to combat gender-
based violence. Deputy 
Commissioners of Kamber 
Shahdadkot and Larkana at 
the event mentioned that this 
is our collective fight and we 
shall not support violence 
by tolerating it anymore. All 
the participants marked their 
handprints that symbolise 
“STOP violence against 
women NOW!” with a pledge 
to not endure any kind of 
violence.

Pink Day celebration Honoring the efforts of rural women on Rural Women's Day
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Promoting Rights and Well-being of the People 
with Special Needs on International Day for 
Persons with Disabilities (IDPD)

SUCCESS Implementing Partner, TRDP joined hands with District 
Government Dadu and civil society to promote the rights of the 
incapacitated persons on December 3, 2022 on International 
Day for Persons with Disabilities. Lead by Deputy Commissioner 

Our Craft Exhibition

The SUCCESS- Technical and Vocational Skills Training (TVST) beneficiaries are 
marking their territories for entrepreneurship and business linkages. That is what 
we call "empowerment"! NRSP organised a two-day (17-18, March 2022) exhibition 
named ‘Our Craft’ at WEXNET 2022 at Expo Centre Lahore to provide a platform to 
the rural women artisans in promoting their work and building market linkages. 
The display of splendid handicrafts by the rural women attracted customers and 
the exhibition resulted in handsome profit to the TVST beneficiaries. Advisor to 
Prime Minister Mr. Razzaque Dawood visited the stalls and appreciated NRSP-
SUCCESS programme interventions on economic strengthening and support to the 
underprivileged sector of Sindh.

Qadam Qadam Roshni- International Women’s 
Day

Women’s journey to self-discovery and empowerment through 
skill development, artisanry, entrepreneurship, Adult Literacy and 
Numeracy Skills (ALNS) was celebrated on International Women’s 
Day (8th and 9th March) by SUCCESS-TRDP and its implementing 
partners at Lok Versa, Islamabad. On this occasion, Mr. Akbar 
Laghari, Secretary School Education and Literacy Department 
(SE&LD), Sindh Education and Literacy Department and TRDP 
signed an MoU for collaboration in promoting Adult Literacy 
through ALNS centres under SUCCESS programme. Sven Ruesch, 
Acting Head of Cooperation, Delegation of the European Union 
to Pakistan and several notable officials from government and 
civil society emphasised on collaborating for improved education 
system and women empowerment in rural Pakistan. The event 
provided a forum to those adult women who were denied the right 
to education or were dropped out of school to reflect upon the 
future course of giving a second chance to education. Currently, 
in 769 Adult Literacy Centres, 20,000 illiterate women of districts 
Dadu and Jamshoro are acquiring basic language and arithmetic 
skills under SUCCESS programme. 

Sven Ruesch, Acting Head of Cooperation, Delegation of the 
European Union to Pakistan speaks at the event

SUCCESS- TRDP Exposure Visit to National Agriculture Research 
Council (NARC) and Pakistan Agriculture Research Council 
(PARC)

Networking and synergies among economic strengthening and support 
organisations will lead to sustainable approaches to development. As an initiative 
SUCCESS- TRDP team paid exposure visit to National Agriculture Research Council 
(NARC) to discuss future collaborations on establishing small value chains in 
agricultural enterprises. Dr. Attaullah Khan DG, PARC and Dr. Zafar Iqbal Khan 
DG (NARC) provided opportunity and facilitated the teams from districts Dadu 
and Jamshoro to visit and learn from the outstanding models of agricultural 
entrepreneurship. The models demonstrated series of steps by which results of 
agriculture research are successfully applied with value addition in marketing the 
products such as honeybee and olive plantation. 

Exposure visit to PARC, Islamabad

Carefully crafted embrioded shawls caught the attention of the visitors at Expo Lahore

Mr Samullah Nisar Sheikh and Additional Deputy Commissioner district Dadu, an 
enormous rally was held with participation from Field Unit Mehar Taluka, Differently 
Abled Persons (DAP) and other key stakeholders to highlight the concerns of DAP. 
The rally started a walk from DC Office to Press Club Dadu where the speaker 
addressed the gathering. The speaker talked about the problems faced by the DAP 
and stressed upon the need to resolve the concerns particularly of deleterious 
attitude towards them to promote inclusion and acceptance of the people with 
special needs.

Awareness rally on International Day for Persons with Disabilities



KEY PERFORMANCE
INDICATORS (KPI)

as of March 2022

WOMEN COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS (COs) FORMED

 30,383

WOMEN VILLAGE
ORGANISATIONS (VOs)

FORMED

3,473
WOMEN LOCAL SUPPORT
ORGANISATIONS (LSOs)

FORMED

314

ORGANISED HOUSEHOLDS

607,412
HOUSEHOLDS COVERED BY POVERTY SCORECARD SURVEY

849,828

MILLION (PKR) AMOUNT OF INCOME 
GENERATING GRANTS (IGGs) GIVEN 
TO POOR HOUSEHOLDS918

HOUSEHOLDS BENEFITING 
FROM INCOME GENERATING 
GRANTS (IGGs)54,291

114,519

MILLION (PKR) AMOUNT OF 
COMMUNITY PHYSICAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE SCHEMES (CPIs) 

SCHEMES COMPLETED
COMMUNITY PHYSICAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE SCHEMES (CPIs)

HOUSEHOLDS INSURED 
UNDER MICRO HEALTH 
INSURANCE SCHEME

1,122

137,532
PATIENTS TREATED WITH 
PKR 344 MILLION 

NUMBER OF WOMEN ALNS 
CENTERS ESTABLISHED 

NUMBER OF WOMEN 
LEARNERS ENROLLED IN ALNS

22,923
1,450 35,468

2,053

HOUSEHOLDS BENEFITING 
FROM COMMUNITY 
PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
SCHEMES (CPIs)

179,735

MILLION (PKR) AMOUNT 
OF CIF DISBURSED TO 
POOR HOUSEHOLDS3,648
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COMMUNITY MEMBERS TRAINED IN TECHNICAL
AND VOCATIONAL SKILLS TRAINING

HOUSEHOLDS BENEFITING FROM
COMMUNITY INVESTMENT FUND (CIF)

35,339

ENGAGEMENTS 

Taraqi Ka Safar- A Journey towards 
Development 

As SUCCESS after six years is entering its concluding phase, the RSPN in collaboration 
with RSPs and district government authorities have started a series of dissemination 
conferences in all programme districts to share the learning experiences and discuss 
the sustainable approaches to poverty graduation and women empowerment. Perfectly 
themed Taraqi Ka Safar -A Journey towards Development Dissemination Conferences were 
held on March 7, 2022 in Tando Muhammad Khan and March 16, 2022 in Tando Allahyar 
organised by RSPN and NRSP in collaboration with district administrations.  The Deputy 
Commissioner, Mr. Yasir Bhatti and Assistant Commissioners’ Tando Muhammad Khan 
actively supported and attended the Dissemination Conference in Tando Muhammad 
Khan. Mr. Nadeem-ur-Rehman Memon Commissioner, Mr. Wali Muhammad Baloch DC 
Tando Allahyar, Mr. Farooq Ahmed Bijarani SSP Tando Allahyar, Mr. Abdul Hafeez Laghari 
ADC. I, Mr. Shahzado Umair Jarwar ADC II, Mr. Sheeraz Ahmed Laghari AC Tando Allahyar, 
Mr. Dr. Asif AC Chamber, Mr. Akhtar Sheik AC Jhando Mari and Leaders of Community 
Institutions stressed upon the sustainable strategies to the development in Sindh and 
recognised the community driven development methodology of SUCCESS programme 
in Tando Allahyar. The stalls of different programme activities illuminated the impact 
brought about in the lives of the beneficiaries and acknowledgment of effort awards were 
distributed among the community leaders.  

Large scale women participation  to promote
Taraki ka Safar in Tando Muhammad Khan

Glimpse of Dissemination Conference held at 
district Tando Allahyar

Activist Workshop 

SUCCESS implementing partner NRSP 
organised Activist Workshop of women 
community office bearers to share 
their progress and impact stories with 
Programme Manager –SUCCESS Delegation 
of the European Union to Pakistan, Mr. Ivan 
Borisavljevic, Government line departments 
and RSPN. The key purpose of the workshop 
was to highlight the achievements of 
community institutions and rural women 
as agents of the socio-economic change in 
the rural settings. The workshop was held 
on November 16, 2021 at village Dito Kalro, 
district Tando Allahyar. A total of 193 participants including women community leaders 
from different Community Organisations (COs), Village Organisations (VOs) and Local 
Support Organisations (LSOs), various government officials attended the workshop and 
discussed the thematic areas of community initiatives taken through their respective 
institutions. Mr. Ivan payed a visit to LSO Shaiek Moosa Office, SUCEESS programme 
beneficiaries in the different UCs of district Tando Allahyar, and attended the Joint 
Development Committee (JDC) meeting.

Activist Workshop at district Tando Allahyar


